
Journal of Medical Hypotheses and Ideas (2015) 9, S4–S7
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

Journal of Medical Hypotheses and Ideas

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/jmhi
REGULAR ARTICLE
Psyllium seed may be effective in the treatment of

gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) in patients

with functional constipation
* Corresponding author. Tel.: +98 5138535980, Mob.: +98 9151110785.

E-mail address: salarir@mums.ac.ir (R. Salari).

2251-7294 � 2016 Published by Elsevier Ltd. on behalf of Tehran University of Medical Sciences.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

URL: www.tums.ac.ir/english/

doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmhi.2015.11.002
Mousalreza Hosseini
a
, Masoumeh Salari

a
, Roshanak Salari

b,*
aGhaem Hospital, School of Medicine, Mashhad University of Medical Sciences, Mashhad, Iran
bDepartment of Clinical Persian Pharmacy, School of Persian and Complementary Medicine, Mashhad University of Medical

Sciences, Mashhad, Iran
Received 29 July 2015; accepted 26 November 2015
Available online 2 December 2015
KEYWORDS

Gastroesophageal reflux dis-

ease (GERD);

Functional constipation;

Omeprazole;

Psyllium seeds
Abstract GERD, return of stomach contents into the esophagus, is one of the most common gas-

trointestinal disorders in medicine. Its common symptoms are heartburn and acid reflux. Usually,

patients with GERD history develop clinical signs such as heartburn accompanied by functional

constipation. Omeprazole, a proton pump inhibitor (PPIs), is a drug of choice for GERD but all

patients do not respond to the drug and long-term use of these drugs leads to infections. According

to the same physiopathology mechanisms of chronic constipation and GERD, improvement of

functional constipation may be effective in relieving symptoms of GERD. According to the effec-

tiveness of psyllium seeds in chronic constipation symptoms, it is predicted to be effective in treating

GERD in patients with chronic constipation.
� 2016 Published by Elsevier Ltd. on behalf of Tehran University of Medical Sciences. This is an open

access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Introduction

Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) and common
treatment

Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) is one of the most
common diseases of the gastrointestinal system. 7% of the
population experiences the disease at least once a day and

44% at least once a month. Its prevalence is increasing in East
Asia and especially in Iran. GERD is defined with the return of
stomach contents into the esophagus which leads to mucosal

damage [1]. Its common symptoms are heartburn and regurgi-
tation [2]. Erosive lesions can lead to ulcers, bleeding and
esophagus carcinoma [3,4]. However, many people experience
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asymptomatic reflux. The non-specific symptoms such as ang-
ina and respiratory symptoms are present in some patients
[5,6]. Due to the increasing incidence of esophageal cancer in

Iran in comparison with Western societies, treatment and pre-
vention of its complications have a significant role in reducing
patient’s morbidity and mortality. In many cases, GERD does

not respond well to treatment and is associated with relapses.
Omeprazole is a proton pump inhibitor (PPIs) which is pre-

scribed in different diseases such as GERD, peptic ulcers and

dyspepsia. It is widely used worldwide and is also available
over the counter in many pharmacies. The main action of this
group of drugs (PPIs) is reducing gastric acid production. PPIs
are the most potent inhibitors of acid secretion. Omeprazole

side effects include headaches, dizziness, cough, diarrhea, nau-
sea, vomiting and constipation. Sometimes neuromuscular,
skeletal and dermatologic problems were reported when

omeprazole was used. Omeprazole interferes with the absorp-
tion of vitamin B12 and iron, so supplement therapies are
needed [7–11].

Numbers of these patients also suffered from functional
dyspepsia, irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) and chronic consti-
pation [12]. Accompaniment of GERD in patients with func-

tional dyspepsia is known. Some of these patients are
resistant to treatment with PPIS and despite of proper treat-
ments, they will experience relapses. In these patients, treat-
ment of bowel symptoms is very effective in the treatment of

GERD. This connection is abundantly shown in patients with
IBS [13,14]. However, follow-up and treatment of GERD in
patients with functional chronic constipation has not been

carefully studied [15]. The purpose of this study is introduction
of the most effective treatment of GERD in patients with
chronic constipation which prevents its recurrences.

The hypothesis

Chronic constipation which is a result of a reduction in bowel

motility due to a lack of coordination between nerves and mus-
cles is one of motility disorders of the digestive system.
Chronic constipation overlaps a large group of diseases,
including functional dyspepsia, IBS and GERD [16]. 29% of

patients with functional dyspepsia and 29% of patients with
GERD suffer from chronic constipation [17]. This fact shows
the relationship between these motility disorders. According

to the same physiopathology mechanisms of chronic constipa-
tion and GERD, improvement of intestinal motility disorder
may be effective in relieving symptoms of GERD. It means

that GERD is an extra intestinal symptom of constipation
[18]. Other extra intestinal symptoms of constipation such as
headache and depression necessitate the treatment of constipa-
tion [19,20]. Nowadays most centers are commonly used PPIs

such as omeprazole in the treatment of GERD. However,
about one-third of patients do not respond to PPIs. On the
other hand, long-term use of these drugs can lead to infections

(bacteria growth in the small intestine), malnutrition,
decreased bone minerals and decreased absorption of some
drugs such as clopidogrel [21]. It is better to use active materi-

als which improve the symptoms of constipation in the treat-
ment of GERD.

Plantago plant, belonging to the plantaginaceae family, has

about 250 species. Plantago psyllium is one of the most species
[22]. This plant is distributed in North, North East, West and
South regions of Iran [23]. Psyllium seeds have been used in
Iranian traditional medicine for many years. They are admin-
istered in the treatment of constipation, diarrhea, IBS and

colon cancer. It can also control the treatment of diabetes,
high cholesterol and obesity. This plant is classified as bulk-
forming laxative. It means mucilage of psyllium seeds in the

presence of water swells and forms a gel layer. Mucilage of this
plant increases the peristaltic movements which higher level of
stool moisture and ultimately affect the volume and frequency

of defecation [24,25].
Due to the effectiveness of psyllium seeds in chronic consti-

pation symptoms, it is expected to be effective in treating
GERD in patients with chronic constipation. According to

the reports, this method of treatment has not been studied.

Evaluation of the hypothesis and experimental data

In this clinical trial study, Patients with GERD history of
3 years who develop clinical signs such as heartburn and regur-
gitation accompanied by functional constipation will be stud-

ied. After doing upper endoscopy, esophagitis in patients will
be graded into A, B, C and D according to Los Angeles clas-
sification. Patients included in this study should have no his-

tory of GI cancers, IBS, endocrine, psychotic, cardiac, liver
and kidney diseases. Also they should not consume the drugs
which caused constipation. The patients are randomly divided
into 2 groups using the computerized methods. In the first

group, omeprazole capsules twice a day, half an hour before
breakfast and dinner, will be prescribed. The second group will
be given psyllium solved in hot tap water one hour before

breakfast and dinner to induce bowel movements and com-
plete sense of defecation. Then GERD clinical symptoms
and relapses in these patients based on SPSS software will be

evaluated. This method can be used to treat the disease and
possibly prevent its relapses.

Discussion

GERD, return of stomach contents into the esophagus, is one
of the most common gastrointestinal disorders in medicine

[26]. According to epidemiological studies conducted in the
context of GERD, its prevalence in Asian countries is less than
Western countries [27]. Approximately 10% of Americans
experience heartburn once a day [21]. Epidemiological studies

also report the high prevalence of the disease in our country
[28]. Gastroesophageal reflux is originated from different phys-
iological defects but in general, three main factors which play

roles in beginning of the disease including, (1) transient relax-
ation of lower esophageal sphincter, (2) reduced pressure on
the lower esophageal sphincter and (3) anatomic defects [21].

GERD signs and symptoms are consisting of heart burn, dys-
phagia, chest pain, acid reflux and dry cough [3,4]. Aging is
one of the most important risk factors which increase the risk

of GERD incidence. It is possibly due to relaxation of lower
esophageal sphincter in adults [29–31]. Some studies intro-
duced obesity as the other major risk factors and smoking as
an independent risk factor of reflux [32–34]. Usually the drugs

used in the treatment of GERD reduce or neutralize stomach
acid. H2 receptor antagonists such as cimetidine, ranitidine
and famotidine are prescribed in mild to moderate GERD.

In severe cases or patients with erosive esophagitis or



Figure 1 Psyllium seed may be effective in the treatment of GERD in patients with functional constipation.
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esophageal ulcers, proton pomp inhibitors (PPIs) including
omeprazole, lansoprazole are used. These medications are

not always satisfactory. Almost 30% of people with GERD
do not respond to PPIs [21].

Usually GERD happens with other gastrointestinal motil-

ity disorders such as functional constipation. Probably, treat-
ment of functional constipation can be effective in the
treatment of GERD and prevents its recurrences (Fig. 1).
Treatment of constipation may even remove the resistance of

GERD to common drugs. Functional constipation symptoms
based on international standards including, (a) the number of
defecations less than 3 times a week, (b) Hard stool in at least

25% of defecations, (c) Sensation of incomplete defecations in
at least 25% of defecations, (d) Pushing at defecation in at
least 25% of defecations. At least, 2 symptoms for at least

3 months are indicative of the occurrence of functional consti-
pation [16]. Psyllium seeds are very effective in motility disor-
ders as treating constipation. The seeds are swollen in the
presence of water and are known as effective laxatives. There-

fore, it is predicted that use of psyllium seeds might be a new
therapeutic strategy for GERD patients with functional
constipation.

Conclusion

According to the laxative property of psyllium seeds in the

treatment of functional constipation, it might be a drug of
choice in relieving GERD which might also reduce its recur-
rences. Further clinical trial will be carried out to prove this

hypothesis.
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[22] Paré P, Fedorak RN. Systematic review of stimulant and

nonstimulant laxatives for the treatment of functional

constipation. Can J Gastroenterol Hepatol 2014;28(10):549–57.

[23] El-Salhy M, Svensen R, Hatlebakk JG, Gilja OH, Hausken T.

Chronic constipation and treatment options (Review). Mol Med

Rep 2014;9(1):3–8.

[24] Zimmerman J, Hershcovici T. Bowel symptoms in nonerosive

gastroesophageal reflux disease: nature, prevalence, and relation

to acid reflux. J Clin Gastroenterol 2008;42(3):261–5.

[25] Singh B. Psyllium as therapeutic and drug delivery agent. Int J

Pharmaceut 2007;334(1):1–14.

[26] Cohen S, Parkman HP. Diseases of the

esophagus. Philadelphia: WB Saunders; 2000.

[27] Dent J, El-Serag H, Wallander MA, Johansson S. Epidemiology

of gastro-oesophageal reflux disease: a systematic review. Gut

2005;54(5):710–7.
[28] Hatami K, Pourshams A, Azimi K, Sarrafi M, Mehrabani M,

Mostajabi P, et al. Dyspepsia, gastroesophageal reflux disease

and irritable bowel syndrome among blood donors. Govaresh

2003;8(4):138–46.

[29] Kennedy T, Jones R. The prevalence of gastro-oesophageal

reflux symptoms in a UK population and the consultation

behaviour of patients with these symptoms. Aliment Pharmacol

Ther 2000;14(12):1589–94.

[30] Nocon M, Keil T, Willich S. Prevalence and sociodemographics

of reflux symptoms in Germany–results from a national survey.

Aliment Pharmacol Ther 2006;23(11):1601–5.

[31] Pourshams A, Rahmani A, Hatami K. Gastroesophageal reflux

disease in Iran. Govaresh 2005;10(1):48–53.

[32] Hampel H, Abraham NS, El-Serag HB. Meta-analysis: obesity

and the risk for gastroesophageal reflux disease and its

complications. Ann Intern Med 2005;143(3):199–211.

[33] Nilsson M, Johnsen R, Ye W, Hveem K, Lagergren J. Lifestyle

related risk factors in the aetiology of gastro-oesophageal reflux.

Gut 2004;53(12):1730–5.

[34] Mohammed I, Nightingale P, Trudgill N. Risk factors for

gastro-oesophageal reflux disease symptoms: a community

study. Aliment Pharmacol Ther 2005;21(7):821–7.

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2251-7294(15)00021-X/h0170

	Psyllium seed may be effective in the treatment of gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) in patients with functional constipation
	Introduction
	Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) and common treatment
	The hypothesis
	Evaluation of the hypothesis and experimental data

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Conflict of interest
	Acknowledgement
	References


